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PATTERN FICTION NONFICTION 

 
ALL 

ABOUTS 

In FICTION they tend to be listy, almost 
a schedule or agenda of an event. 
“Watermelon” ideas instead of “seed” 
ideas. 
NO Problem/Resolution, mostly 
description 

In NONFICTION topics are very broad  
And not deeply explored. Often 
literally titled “   All About…”  They tend 
to list some facts but sentences 
may not connect or expand 

Ideas. 

 
FIZZLERS 

In FICTION These pieces may start out 
with an engaging lead or a strong start 
and literally fizzle.  May have a 
beginning and middle but ends abruptly. 

In NONFICTION piece starts strong but 
looks like writer lost interest or stamina. 

 
 

SHIFTERS 

In FICTION These pieces may change 
setting or transition in time abruptly.  It 
can leave the reader wondering what 
happened in between ‘scenes’.  The 
pieces may contain a lot of thens or ands 
for transition words or may contain no 
transition words or phrases. Do NOT 
write with the end in mind & cannot 
explain the heart of their story. 

In NONFICTION pieces the elements do 
not connect to one another. They need ways 
to connect ideas and topics more smoothly. 
They often lack a nonfiction organizational 
structure. and/or transition and signal 
words. Main Idea may be hard to find. 
Often very similar to ALL ABOUTS style. 

 
GENERICS 

In FICTION these pieces have characters 
w little detail or description, no 
backstory, no reaction to events. The 
setting is often not mentioned or not 
described well. We cannot envision the 
intended ‘world’ of the writer. No 
evidence of engaging lead (hook), 
“exploded moments” or voice. 

In NONFICTION they do not use domain 
specific vocabulary and speak in 
generalities about their subject. May contain 
“dry” and somewhat uninteresting 
facts.  They may be true, but they do not 
engage the reader. 
(closely related to ALL ABOUTS) 

 
TALKERS 

In FICTION these pieces are almost 
exclusive or overbearing with 
dialogue.  It is almost a transcript of a 
conversation. 

In NONFICTION pieces the author ‘talks’ 
about their opinions rather than facts.  They 
may write sentences that could easily have 
the words “I think…” inserted at the 
beginning.  (ex. Penguins are the coolest 
bird.) 

 
HUSHERS 

In FICTION these pieces contain no 
dialogue or no ‘thoughtshots’ (a look at 
what a character is thinking or feeling). 
Reaction to events is usually tell, not 
show (He was scared, rather than “What 
was that?” he screamed 

In NONFICTION they may not contain any 
quotes from experts or from texts that they 
cite. 

 
SLANGERS 

The writer uses slang or non- standard 
grammar/vocabulary. They may not 
notice how ‘non-standard’ it sounds to 
others because it represents the way they 
speak. 

The writer uses slang or non- standard 
grammar/vocabulary. They may not notice 
how ‘non-standard’ it sounds to others 
because it represents the way they speak. 

	  


