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Facts and Information about Polar Bears



 

Polar bear paws have sharp claws to 
stab through seals and fish.  The 
polar bear’s adapted to the cold with 
its black skin (the color black absorbs 
heat) and it’s thick fur. He or she  will 
gather enough heat to go through 
cold climates.  The polar bear has 
pads under his or her paws, called 
papillae to prevent them from slipping 
on ice. When polar bears mate the 
male polar bear wanders off instead 
of staying with the female.  Polar 
bears have to have strong arms, 
body and legs to crash through snow 
and ice and to swim for very! Really! 
Extremely! long distances.
By Julian

Polar Bears need certain characteristics to 
survive. 

Photo taken by Mr. McKiel 



Polar bears on their hind legs are 4 
meters tall, which is 400 centimeters. A 
polar bear on all four legs is taller than an 
average third grader. Adult males 
normally weigh 350 to more than 600 
kilograms (775 to more than 1300 
pounds).  Researchers in Canada 
estimated one male bear at 800 
kilograms (1700 pounds). Polar bears 
can stand as tall as a small house.  
Where do polar bears live? 
Arctic, Canada.  Baby polar bears are 
born in the den.  After feeding all summer 
long to build up reserves Mother polar 
bears instincts tell her to build a den.

By Connor 

Polar bears are big! 

Photo taken by Mr. McKiel 



Baby polar bear are 30cm to 35cm.  
Baby polar bears are as long as a class 
room ruler.  They are as big as a 
coloured tile bin.
By Liam

Baby polar bears are very small.  



Baby Polar bears drink milk from 
their mothers. Baby polar bears 
live in the den with their mother 
for the first 3 months. 
By Jerusha 

Baby Polar Bears live with their mother for two 
years. 

This image or recording is the work of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employee, 
taken or made as part of that person's official duties. 



For Example, they can smell a seal from a 
soccer field away. Arctic foxes follow the polar 
bears and polar bears eat seals. The arctic fox 
eats the leftover of the seal. 
First born polar bears are born in dens.

Did you know polar bears do not hibernate. 
Also, they are the king of the North.

By Kaizen

Polar Bears have very sharp claws to break 
ice and to get their food. Polar Bears are 
very good at smelling.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/
claudiah/2709472594/



The fighting polar bears!
Polar bears kill seals with their 
paws. Shing! Not ice blocks. 
Bing!
Polar bear dads do not live with 
their moms. They kill seals, fish 
and baby polar bears to eat. 

Polar bears try to crash. BOOM! 
Through the ice! A polar bear has 
sharp claws. Shing!
Polar bears are the biggest 
predators in the Arctic.

Baby polar bears look like they are fighting 
but, it is playing.

Photo taken by Andy 
McKiel.



Polar Paws are humongous.

Polar  bears paws 
are as huge as a 
dinner plate. A polar 
bears paw is so 
huge it could grab 
you in a nano 
second. That's how 
fast a polar bears 
reflexes can move. 
The paw of a polar 
bear can be as big 
as 31 centimetres. 



Polar bears use their back 
legs and front legs to swim.  
Polar bears like to swim in the 
water.  Polar bears can swim 
up to 60 miles. Polar bears 
are drowning because there 
are little bits of ice chunks 
and polar bears can’t hold 
their breath that long. 
By Liam

Polar bears are good swimmers.

Picture taken by room 41 at the 
Assiniboine Zoo.



Polar bears smell a seal from its den 
and the polar bears try to crash through 
the den and catch a seal. Polar bears 
can smell a seal from a mile away. Polar 
bears can smell everything that is a mile 
away.  Polar bears smell walruses 
sometimes too. Polar bears smell 
humans really, really well. Polar bears 
can smell other animals like other polar 
bears. Polar bears can smell their prey 
that’s how they find them. Polar bears 
smell the seals breathing hole and wait 
and wait.  Polar bears smell a seal 
under the ice and she or he is really 
quiet and they try to stalk a seal.  Polar 
bears smell stuff that is scented really, 
really, really, really well.
By Dylan

Polar bears have a good sense of 
smell. But, seals have good hearing. 

Photo taken by Mr. McKiel 



When they smell the seals they walk to the den 
and break the ice and sometimes catch the 
seal.  If it is caught the polar bear will eat the 
blubber and leave the meat and the arctic fox 
will eat the meat.  If they don’t catch it the seal 
will get away and the polar bear will try again. 
Polar bears can smell seals from a mile away. 
One seal a week a polar bear can live on and 
polar bears eat the seal’s skin too!
By Lauren

Polar bears can smell seals under 
their den made of snow and ice. 

Photo taken by Mr. 
Mckiel 



Why are Polar Bears Endangered?



Earth’s atmosphere is trapping heat 
and is melting ice in the polar 
Bear’s habitat.  People and global 
warming are the biggest threats to 
polar bears.  Scientists study and 
believe that polar bears are threatened 
to becoming extinct.  Polar bear’s 
homes are getting smaller and smaller 
because of global warming.

By Kaizen 

Global warming is threatening polar bears 
habitat.

Photo by Gerard Van der Leun



 Global warming is melting the ice where 
the polar bears hunt.  People are 
causing pollution which is causing the 
climate change.
The earth’s temperature is rising 
because of people that are cutting down 
trees, driving, idling and much more.

Over the years in the Arctic, the ice has 
been getting smaller and freezing slower 
because of global warming and climate 
change.

By Tynysha

People and global warming are the biggest threat 
to polar bears. 

Photo taken by Mr. 
Mckiel



Polar bears slowly come in the 
seal’s home.  Polar bears smell 
the seal.  Polar bears are 
endangered because they 
aren’t catching enough food.
By Angelina

Polar bears like seals to eat.  

Photo taken by Mr. 
McKiel 



There is less ice for polar bears to live on. Ice 
is for polar bears to hunt for the seals to eat.  
Polar bears are good swimmers but they need 
a lot of energy for swimming. Polar Bears live 
on the Arctic Tundra. The Arctic tundra is a 
treeless, open, flat nothingness. 

Polar Bears are mammals. Polar bears find 
seals on the ice and it is because of global 
warming that there is less and less ice for 
hunting.

Polar bears can smell seals from far away.
Jerusha 

The polar bear is endangered because the world 
is getting smaller and smaller for polar bears.  

http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polar_bear#/
media/File:Polar_Bear_AdF.jpg



When you use to much fuel you let out a 
horrible gas that causes global warming.

It is known to harm animals such as 
sea horses and polar bears and many 
more!

http://pixabay.com/p-295305/?no_redirect



 It is caused by people burning fossil fuels 
and deforestation.  These things release 
greenhouse gas into the atmosphere, 
trapping more heat near the Earth’s surface.

Global warming is the overall 
temperature of the Earth. 

Written by Room 41



Climate change is changing the 
Earth's atmosphere. The ice is melting 
because of warm air and idling cars 
and if it goes on polar bears will 
become extinct.  Global warming is a 
threat to polar bears. Global warming 
is harming the habitat of polar bears.  

By Markus

Global warming is melting the ice. 

http://hendroedwin.deviantart.com/art/global-
warming-87057926



Details
Assembled from NASA Earth Observatory images by Jesse Allen, using data from the Advanced Microwave Scanning 
Radiometer 2 AMSR-2 sensor on the Global Change Observation Mission 1st-Water (GCOM-W1) satellite. • Public domain

This picture shows the 
difference between ice 
coverage in the Arctic over 
the years.



Polar bears don't have enough food.Polar bears don't have enough food.

A polar bear is threatened because they 
don't have food. They are getting food 
from the garbage dump. I think people 
should help them because they can put 
a big fence around the garbage dump. 
Fact, polar bears stand on the ice 
because of the food under the ice. The 
seal is the food. 
By Emmy



How can we help save the polar bear?



There are lots of ways we can help save the 
polar bears.

One way  to help the polar bear is to 
lobby the government. For example, 
write messages and letters to the 
government to ask them to help save the 
polar bear.
We can create more idle free zones. Idle 
free  zones will help save the polar bears 
because we will use less fuel. Other 
things we can do to help use less energy 
is use rain barrels for watering our plants 
and use rechargeable batteries. 

By Ashton



You can help the polar bears by using 
less energy.

When the sun is shining in your room 
you can shut off your lights.
If it is cold put on a sweater and turn 
down your thermostat.
If there are not enough idle free zones 
you can make more idle free zones.
 By Tyana

http://commons.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Robertshaw_Non-
Programmable_Digital_Thermostat.JPG



Here are some ways we can help.
We can help by using less cars to reduce 
emissions. For example, walk or ride 
bikes to the park or to the school. Don't 
use the drive thru at places. Use less 
power to help stop global warming. Use 
less water and fuel to help. Use less 
poisonous gases and poisonous 
chemicals.

Some polar bears are going to the dump 
to find food. Polar bears are getting sick 
because of the rotten garbage and dying 
because of the rotten grain they are 
eating.
There are about 22,000 Polar Bears left 
in the world.
By Haakon

Photo taken by Mr. 
Mckiel 



If you are in your bedroom and the light is 
on and it is daytime out turn the light off 
and open the curtain or blinds. Another 
way to save the polar bears is carpooling 
with other families. Another way to save 
the polar bear is just walk or in the 
summer you could ride a bike instead of 
driving. And if you are at the lake don’t use 
motor boats use rowboats and don’t litter. 

If you want to save a polar bear use 
less energy.  

Photo taken by Mr. 
Mckiel 



Create more idle free zones.
Do not use the drive thru because you 
idle in the drive thru.

Stop idling to save the polar bear! If 
you stop idling you will be a big help.
By Rein

Do not idle in your car.



What can we do to help?

- Use cars less to reduce emissions.  
For example: walk or ride bikes
- Plant more trees
- Do not idle in your cars. Create 
more “idle free” zones
- Don’t use the drive-thru
- Learn more about polar bears and 
their habitats and lifestyles
- Teaching others about the polar 
bears
- Create a school petition to send to 
the government
- Getting to know what scientists are 
studying



More ways we can help save the 
Polar Bear

• Use less fuel
• Unplug unused electronics
• Turn off the lights when you don’t 
need them
• Make use of the sunlight
• Use solar energy and solar power
• Use clean, renewable energy
• Wind power
• Try not to use unneeded electric 
tools like fans
• Eat locally grown food to cut back 
on transportation
• Turn down our thermostats and 
wear a sweater.
 
 

Taken by Room 41 on 
our trip to the 
Assiniboine zoo



Why Does it Matter?



If the Polar Bear becomes extinct then other 
species will become extinct too.

There is an endless cycle that goes 
like this...
The Polar Bear eats the seal then 
the arctic fox eats the left overs. So 
when the polar bear becomes 
extinct then the arctic fox will too 
because the arctic fox relies on the 
polar bear for food.
By Leah



Global warming affects more than the polar 
bears.

Polar Bears are the first animals to be put on the 
endangered list due to global warming.
Global warming isn't just affecting polar bears it is 
harming the world. Global warming is making sea 
levels rise. It floods communities and animal 
habitats along the shoreline. It affects coral reefs. 
Coral reefs need a  certain temperature of water 
to survive. Global warming affects the 
temperatures of the oceans. Coral reefs are the 
homes of fish and sea horses. If there are no 
coral reefs the world would loose a lot of fish and 
sea horses. Global warming creates wildfires and 
droughts which hurts plants and wildlife.
Eventually global warming will affect all animals 
and their food supply and habitats.
By all the Students in Room 41

http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Structure_and_Distribution_of_Coral_Reefs#/
media/File:Coral_reef_in_Ras_Muhammad_nature_park_(Iolanda_reef).jpg



Their world is getting smaller and 
smaller.

There is not enough food for the 
polar bear. They will die. Then 
the arctic fox will die. The arctic 
fox will die then a lot of animals 
will die and that would be sad. 
By Tyana

https://farm3.staticflickr.com/
2370/1801872441_b3a15f3bbf_z
_d.jpg?zz=1



 Polar bears declining population 
and habitat has shown scientists 
and environmentalists that there 
is a global warming problem.  
Polar Bears could become 
extinct.  If we conserve to help 
polar bears we will help our 
planet all over.  

Climate change and global warming is 
here now. 



Polar Bear Poems



A Poem by Arianna

Polar Bear

Pretty
Organized
Legendary
Awesome but, no joke
Right every time

Beauty in their own way
Easy for them to bite.
Always tall
Respect



A Poem for Polar Bears

Endangered.
Black skin.

Clear white fur.
Hidden in the blizzard and snow.

Who follows behind?
                                       Two bear cubs

                                                               And my friend Arctic fox
Searching for seals
-it's getting harder...

Less ice
We swim farther and farther

We can hold our breath for so long.....
Help....

                Save 
                            Me

The Polar Bear

A Poem written together by Room 41
http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Quttinirpaaq_National_Park

https://www.flickr.com/photos/
10565417@N03/6246540162





Take the quiz



How much do you know about Polar Bears? Take the quizzes to find out.

 True or false sheet

1) What’s under the polar bears paw?

a) Sticky pads

b) Papillae

c) Big black squishy chubby plates

2) Are polar bears white?

True or false

Answers

Question 1 – b) Papillae

Question 2 - false

Question 3 – c) camouflage

Question 4 – false

Question 5 – b) out of a breathing hole

Question 6 – a) & b)



3) Why do they have white (not really) fur?

a) Because they are

b) Fashion

c) Camouflage

4)  Do polar bears hate seals?

True or false

5) How do polar bears hunt seals?

a)   TNT

b)   Out of a breathing hole

c)   Barbeque

6) Why are female polar bears fat?

a) To keep warm

b) To save for birth

c) To shield her from their babies jumping on her



Glossary



Glossary

Arctic means snowy land. Arctic is the very coldest land in the world. The Arctic is melting, 
because of a global warming.

Blubber means fat and big. Polar bears have a layer of blubber under their fur to stay warm 
because polar bears live in the Arctic. Polar bears are fat because polar bears have blubber.

Churchill means a name of a city in Manitoba, Canada. In Churchill there are many, many polar 
bears. Churchill polar bears are dying, because of global warming.

Global Warming (Gll-oh-baal)  (war-ming)Heat trapped in the atmosphere. Warming the planet.

Polar bear (Pho-lar) (berr) An endangered species of bear. Polar bears are mammals. Polar bears 
are the Kings of the Arctic, and polar bears are the strongest animal in the entire world.

Predator (preh-dah-tor) An animal that feasts on a certain animal.

Prey (pray) The animal in the food chain of the predator.



Glossary continued...

Predator- Predator means hunter.

Prey- Prey means getting, hunting from the predator.

Scavenger ( ska-ven-ger) Eats dead or decaying animal.

Roam -Roam means walking around the area.

Survive- Survive means hunting for food and building dens and all that stuff.

Tundra-Tundra means a flat plain with no trees.

Mate- Mate means finding a female to have babies



This was from our trip to the 
Assiniboine zoo. This is an Arctic fox.



About Room 41
We are an enthusiastic and 
fun group of grade 2 and 3 
students who set out on a 
journey of learning to study 
about the polar bears and 
their plight. We learned a 
lot about how they are 
endangered and worked 
hard by raising money, 
awareness and made our 
own personal pledges to 
help stop global warming. 
We continue to study and 
write about other 
endangered animals. Our 
goal is to make a difference 
by educating other children 
just like us.
I hope you learned a lot 
about polar bears.
We got to go on a field trip 
to the zoo where we 
watched polar bears swim.Pictures taken by Room 41 at the 

Assiniboine zoo. We could have 
watched these bears swim all day!





While researching about polar bears we used a 
lot of great books. Here is a list of some that 
we used.

How to Save a Species by Marilyn Baillie, 
Jonathon Baillie and Ellen Butcher
Mission: Polar Bear Rescue by Nancy F. 
Castaldo and Karen de Seve
North The Amazing Story of Arctic Migration by 
Nick Dowson
Polar Lands by Sean Callery
Polar Bears by Mark Newman
Winston of Churchill one Bear's Battle Against 
Global Warming by Jean Davies Okimoto 
Can we save the tiger? By Martin Jenkins
Polar Regions by Steve Parker
Global Warming by Seymour Simon

We also used the website 
www.polarbearsinternational.org for a 
lot of information.

Resources 




